First circular

5th Workshop on Ichnotaxonomy
Bratislava, Smolenice, Slovakia,
June 9th - 13th, 2014
WIT 5.
This workshop is narrowly focused on ichnotaxonomical principles. Ichnologists suggest new
insights for the definition of ichnotaxobases and on theoretical implications for the nomenclature of
trace fossils. The opinions of attendees have repeatedly gone on to make trace fossil science more
precise and useful. Ichnotaxonomical principles delineate the realm of trace fossils and continue to
open new questions on how and why is necessary to classify them. Precise trace fossil classification
can be utilized in ecological and evolutionary solutions. Refining ichnological terms also
strengthens the position of ichnology for fresh applications. The workshop offers ample
opportunities for ichnotaxonomical discussion and future ichno-cooperation.

History
The first ichnotaxonomical workshop was
organized by Richard Bromley and Markus Bertling
(1998, Bornholm). Following ichnotaxonomical
meetings were organized by Alfred Uchman (2002,
Kraków – Tymbark), Radek Mikuláš and Andrew
Rindsberg (2006, Prague – Jevíèko) and Andrey
Dronov (Moscow – Petersburg). The paper that was
written by participants during first two workshops:
Names for trace fossils: a uniform approach (Bertling
et al. 2006) was the most important synoptic
ichnotaxonomical publication of these workshops.

Richard Bromley´s
and Jorge Genise´s
trackways
on the 3rd WIT
(2006, Prague).

Dates
9 th to 13 th June has been reserved for the
workshop. The first two days (10th – 11th June) are
scheduled for lectures. The next two days are planned
for easy fieldtrips of several ichno-localities across
Slovakia.

Format of contributions
Oral presentations should be no longer than 20 minutes with 10 minutes additional for
discussion. The length of presentation may be adapted to the number of contributions. Posters
are welcome.

Location
The workshop will be held at the Smolenice Castle near Bratislava city, then in Bratislava and for
a few days during fieldtrips in the Liptov region (central northern part of Slovakia). The first day
during presentations of ichnotaxonomic ideas will be spent in the Congress Centre of Slovak
Academy of Sciences in the Smolenice Castle. This place is located in the foothills of the Malé
th
Karpaty Mts in a rebuilt medieval castle. On the next day (Wednesday, June, 11 ) the Workshop will
be held in Devínska Nová Ves (suburb Bratislava) close to the Austria state border. The next two
days (12-13th June) are planned for fieldtrips with one night in the Liptov region.

Interesting facts about the WIT 5. venue

Smolenice Castle

A place with archeological site (oppidum) from Iron Age is situated near the Smolenice Castle
(Kalenderberg Culture) with a museum exhibit. These places will be visited. The karstic Driny cave is
also located nearby. The castle is a quiet place well suited for conferences. In the Smolenice village
was born Štefan Baniè, the inventor of the first actively used parachute, patented in 1914. The second
day of the workshop will be held close to the Sandberg locality near Bratislava. The Sandberg and
adjacent paleontological localities are rich in Miocene terrestrial and marine fossils.

Travelling
th

The meeting of WIT participants (June 9 ) will be in Bratislava city at the Slovak Academy of
Sciences Dúbravská cesta No. 9. The closest international airports are at Bratislava (BTS) and
Vienna (VIE). The regular bus connection from Vienna airport to Bratislava Central Bus Station (at
distance of 50 km, price 8€ without baggage) leaves approximately every 30 minutes. WIT
participants can be picked up by organizers from Bratislava Central Bus Station or alternatively
from the Main Bratislava Railway Station. Transport to Smolenice (June 9th) will be provided by
th
organizers. Fieldtrips will end on Friday (June 13 ) evening in Bratislava.

Costs
A workshop fee of 400 € is anticipated but may be adjusted in a subsequent Circular. Included in
this price are accommodation from Monday to Friday and travel during fieldtrips, as well as meals
during Monday, Thursday, and part of Wednesday, and also some other workshop expenses
(Abstract Book, Field Trip Guidebook).

Field excursions
Following two days of ichnotaxonomical discussions will be two days of field trips at several
ichno-localities. During second day of discussions (11th June) the Sandberg locality will be
visited.
Tunežice Quarry: First fieldtrip is planned for Lower Jurassic sequences (Lower Liassic,
Trlenská Formation) with occurrence of silicified Thalassinoides.
Mt Butkov Quarry: Exposed sequences from Lower Jurassic (Sinemurian) to Lower Cretaceous
(Albian). A hardground surface (Albian, Manín Formation) with identifiable borings
(Entobia isp.) of sponges and bivalves (Gastrochaenolites isp.) will be examined.
Ve¾ké Rovné: The locality is situated within the Flysch of the Raèa Unit (Eocene). This outcrop
is rich in Zoophycos and exclusive turbiditic sedimentary structures.
Skladaná Skala Quarry: Lower Jurassic (Pliensbachian, Sinemurian) hemipelagic bioturbate
sequence of “Fleckenkalk” lithofacies. Chondrites, Zoophycos and Teichichnus occur here.
Liptovská Lužná: Lower Triassic heterolithic siliciclastic sequences with Diplocraterion,
Arenicolites, Rhizocorallium and Skolithos.
Závažná Poruba: Basal Palaeogene sequences with coarse-grained carbonate sediment bearing
Nummipera eocenica.

Important dates
Reply to the First Circular: November 30, 2013
Distribution of the Second Circular: December 31, 2013
Registration/Abstract/Payments deadline: March 31, 2014

Visa requirement
Slovakia is part of the Schengen Agreement of 26 European countries among which no visa is
required. For participants who need a visa, please ask the organizer for a letter of invitation at least
three months prior to June 9th, 2014.

Preliminary registration and questions
If you are interested in WIT 5. and have any questions or have decided to register, please email me
at vladosimo@yahoo.com or geolsimo@savba.sk.
Please do not hesitate to contact me for further information.

Organizer contact
Vladimír Šimo
Geological Institute
Slovak Academy of Sciences
Bratislava
Slovakia
vladosimo@yahoo.com
geolsimo@savba.sk

